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Asian American Vote for Democratic President
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Karthick Ramakrishnan and Taeku Lee's addition to the debate:

We provided some answers in a recent op-ed in the Los Angeles Times,
where we largely draw attention to actions by the Clinton administration
in the 1990s that appealed to Asian American voters, and subsequent
“push” factors by a vocal set of Republican officials that portrayed a
party as exclusionary on religion and strictly conservative on
immigration. We also show, relying on our 2008 and 2012 data, that the
Obama administration enacted policies on issues such as health care,
education, and the Iraq War that had overwhelming support among Asian
Americans. He also appointed a record number of Asian Americans,
from Cabinet positions to the World Bank, and even his judicial
nominations of people like Goodwin Liu received widespread attention
and support among Asian American organizations and news media.
Thus, a variety of “push” and “pull” factors on the Republican and
Democratic sides, respectively, help explain the dramatic shift in Asian
American voters over the last 20 years.
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