Political Perceptions : Asian-American Voters Could Hold the White House Key

10/26/08 2:46 PM

More

Today's Paper

Video

HOME

WORLD

U.S.

Columns

Blogs

BUSINESS

Graphics

MARKETS

Newsletters & Alerts
TECH

New! Journal Community

PERSONAL FINANCE

POLITICAL PERCEPTIONS

LIFE & STYLE

News, Quotes, Companies, Video

SEARCH

Subscriber Log In
OPINION

CAREERS

REAL ESTATE

SMALL BUSINESS

Blog Search:

Political Perceptions is WSJ.com’s center for political analysis
< Political Wisdom: Did Obama Weather the [...] -- Previous | SEE ALL POSTS FROM THIS BLOG |
Next -- Political Wisdom: Abortion Finally Arriv[...] >
October 16, 2008, 10:00 pm

Asian-American Voters Could Hold
the White House Key
Rhodes Cook is a veteran Washington political
analyst who tracks national elections and voting
trends and publishes a bimonthly political
newsletter. Click here for Mr. Cook’s full bio.
If the country is to elect its first minority president next
month, it will be with the ballots of the nation’s minority
voters.
For Democrats, this is nothing new. John Kerry, the party’s
nominee in 2004, lost the white vote by a margin of more
than 15 million. But he carried the three leading minority
groups – African Americans, Hispanics and Asian Americans
– by a combined margin of about 12.5 million votes, even
though the three groups together cast only one in every five
presidential ballots.
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This time, however, Barack Obama appears to be doing
better on both counts, cutting Democratic losses among white
voters while increasing the party’s advantage among
About
minorities.

This Blog

Political Perceptions is WSJ.com’s center
Sen. Kerry dropped the white vote to President George W.
for political analysis. It has been
Bush by roughly 15 percentage points. A recent aggregated
expanded to include columns by the
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Gerald F. Seib and other campaigndown among whites by just four points.
watchers who will be contributing fresh columns
daily. And of course, the daily roundup of
So too among fellow African Americans, Sen. Obama is
political analysis on the Web that began it all
running better than Mr. Kerry. While the Massachusetts
isn’t going anywhere. It's now known as Political
senator routed Mr. Bush by 88% to 11% among African
Americans, the recent Gallup Poll found Sen. Obama with a Wisdom and is led by the Journal’s Sara Murray.
nearly unanimous 91% to 3% advantage over Republican
hopeful John McCain.
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a GOP presidential candidate.
But since then, the Republican Party’s stormy involvement
with stricter immigration laws, primarily aimed at curbing
illegal migration from Latin America, has cost the party and
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Sen. McCain dearly. GOP support from Hispanics dropped to
30% in the 2006 midterm elections, a level that the Arizona
senator is struggling to maintain this time. And that in spite
of his public support for immigration legislation less
draconian than policies favored by many in his party.
However, it appears the Republicans could make inroads
with one minority group: Asian Americans. To be sure, it’s a
fairly small group. While African Americans cast 12% of the
presidential ballots in 2004 and Hispanics, 6%, Asian
Americans accounted for just 2%. But in 2008, it could be an
important 2%.
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about 15 points among this group, but with fully one-third
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diversity of Asian Americans makes them difficult, if not
impossible, to reach as a voting bloc.
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community. For Republicans, it is the Vietnamese. For the
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sympathetic. But there are significant numbers of Asian
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Americans of all ethnicities that are open to partisan
persuasion. And while many of them reside in California and
Hawaii, their numbers are growing in the major population Friday
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centers of contested states such as Minnesota, Nevada, New
political analyst and writer who tracks
Jersey, Virginia and Washington.
national elections and voting trends and
The largest jurisdiction in Virginia, Fairfax County, is 13% publishes a bimonthly political newsletter.
Asian American (according to the 2000 census). In the most
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In short, the Asian American vote next month could be
critical in tipping one or more of the battleground states to
the Democrats or the Republicans. “If either campaign is
looking for a place to get an extra one or two percentage
WSJ News Polls
points,” says Taeku Lee, an associate professor of political
science at the University of California-Berkeley, “Asian
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Americans are not a bad place to get it.”
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• For more Campaign 2008 polls visit
Taking Time to Decide

http://blogs.wsj.com/politicalperceptions/2008/10/16/asian-american-voters-could-hold-the-white-house-key/?mod=googlenews_wsj

Page 2 of 5

